THE BUCKS EXAMINER,

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25th, 1929.

“THIS WEEK'S SPECIAL OFFERS.
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Special Price .. .. 4/11}

LADIES’ LEATHERETTE MACINTOSHES lined throughout with cosy fleece, in shades
of Green, Wine, Navy, Saxe and Brown. i
LADIES’ WOOL JUMPERS, Polo Collars, in new all-over designs and in all leading shades.

ALSO—SPECIAL SHOW OF EVENING WEAR

Special price

12/11
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16 High St., Chesham
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the chancel of the

Bishop of Buckingham gave the ad-
| dress. The Guides afterwa d

tea in the Territorial Drill Hall

——

total income for the year was

£28 13s. 3d., which included a bal-
brought forward of £11 11s. 2d.

The election of resulted as

follows :— President, Miss Liberty;
resi

T ————

P
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venton,

Misses Perry and Amery. It wi

‘unanimously ded to affiliate to
the National Council of Women.
Mrs. More signified her

]

Tuesday, September
Street on the night of
of sad affair were:—

Archibald
of “Rose Cottage,”

DI

THE PENN STREET DOUBLE TRAGEDY.

ADJOURNED INQUEST UPON THE TWO VICTIMS.

esterday (Thursday), at the Guildhall, High Wycombe, Mr. A. E. W
e C--hrlcd)h.;—:n-_d&
Saturday - Sunday, September Zlst - 22nd.

ED.
Bruce, 21, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. AiB.

Pean.

Cook, George, 31, Finchers Lodge, Amersham, son of Mrs. Emma Cook, a
widow.

o
e

the resumed inquest Mr. Charsley

sat with a jury of seven, of which Mr.

Fred was chosen foreman. P.C.
s Officer,

the Coroner stated that
i accident : as he

as ascending a hill at Tylers Green his
t‘yre et Dl he Joat pumteol of 06
machine and knocked a lad down and
broke his leg.

Mrs. Cook, mother of the deceased, gave
evidence of identification, and stated that
she saw her son in Wycombe Hospital
several times preceding his death and on
one occasion in a period of consciousness,
he said : * What has happened ? 1can’t
tell you. I can only see a lot of motor
bikes."’

Dr Eva Meredith Clements stated that

died

and in answer to
he had one

Ty

at forth Council elec-

jon and exp of regret were
uttered that could
not be found to contest the Eastern

froma
base of the skull.
FROM BEHIND ?

Dr. Joseph M. Craig, High Wycombe,
stated that he was called to Cook at
about 2 oclock on Sunday morning. He
‘was suffering from shock and other injuries.
Ehhadlcnton&-blck'z:;lhoriqht
. at about the middle,

a e

must have been struck b

J. H.
Coales (churchwarden at St, Mary's)

hing on his right side. The main

of the thigh were severed,

and the bone was broken. An tion
was the only chance of saving his life.

possible was done to
ceased had another cut on his forehead,
but this had nothing to do with his death.
He seemed a perfectly hﬂltt‘ymmm,

0 ions by

)y

who gave some details

the introduction of the

scheme into that &rlalx He spoke

of the success of scheme and re-
& hok

it to
Walton h. In the discussion
support of the scheme

which

was given by Major T. Sutton Tim- | broken,
Rea W. R. | skilfully

mis, Messrs. J. W. T, .
Sale, J. Smith, and others. It was

support.
start may be made on January Ist.
. . .

At the annual meeting of the Vale

of Aylesbury Cycling and Athletic

Club at the Chandos Hotel, Ayles-

bury, on Tuesday evening, over which

Mr. J. Evett presided, the need for

| a ground was

romised o
is hoped that a rendering first aid and ordering the three | 5o

q Coroner
as to how deceased was struck, witness
said he was of opinion that deceased must
have been struck by something coming
from behind him. The leg was almost
severed and was only held by skin and
muscle. The main blood vessel was
and had not a torniquet been
applied at the scene of the acci-
dent he might have bled to death—as it
was he had bled white. gas gangrene
was set up by contamination from the road
dust.
of Amersham, gave evi-
to being called to the and
men—Southwood, Page, and Cook—to
was suffering from a severe cuton the head
and concussion, was taken indoors, and he
hadsinceattended her. A tourniquet had
been skilfully applied to Cook to stop the
bleedin

strongly
| It was agreed to write to the Ayles-
bury United Football Club asking

night per week
for changing in preparation for road-
work., It was further decided to
write to the Secretary of Hazell's

sulted as follows: President, Mr.
Michael W. Beaumont, M.P.; chair-
man, Mr. J. Evett; vice-chairman,
Mr. A Wootton; hon. treasurer, Mr.
J. Mackrill; hon. secretary, Mr. A. L.
Harris; trainer, Mr. G. Griffiths. It
‘Wwas reported that the Club had a
credit balance of £16 10s. 2d.

The choir of the Parish Church of
St. Mary spent Saturday in London.
They were accompanied by the Revs.
:‘ﬂ;l am (:lnclr) and N. Hopking

rate), together at
a restaurant in

Co-operative Insurance Society,
L.
PREPARE FOR THE FUTURE.

For full particulars apply—
30 LANSDOWNE ROAD, CHESHAM.

form any i of how
were hurt, Dr. Starkey said
Cook was hit on the back of the leg;
and Page on his back in the road ; and
Miss Lawrence fell forward.

‘The Coroner asked Dr. Starkey, in view
of the possiblefconflict of evidence, whether
there was any possibility that Cook was
hurt at the front of the leg ?

: 1 should not think so.

He

front and the
through the back of the leg.
from the description of the wound that
he was hit from behind.

William Frank Page, a gardener, Fern-
dale Cotf , Tylers Green, stated: At
about 8 p.m. on Saturday, mber
21st, I started from home and rode on the

ul, but death was | %™

Wycombe Hospital. Miss Lawrence, who | §

8-
Asked by the Coroner whether he cou'd =
i these e
he thought
Southwood probably landed on his head | ;oaq

Hazle:
“* What for ? " , ** Just for a
ride : its a lovely night,” and we started
inthat direction. Shortly after we started
1 could see two people, but could not say
if it was two men or a man and woman.
They were walking on the left-hand side
of the road, but not close to the fence.
As we got a bit nearer they moved off to
the right-hand side of the road. I do not
remember anything else after that until
1 found myself lying on the grass and see-
ing the motor cycle behind me on fire.
When we left the Hall the lamps on the
cycle were in good order. We were only
travelling at ordinary speed, and I remem-
ber Southwood changing from bottom to
second gear, but do not remember him
changing into top. Idid not speak to
im after we started, or him to me.

In answer to the Coroner witness said
he thought the couple were hit as they
were crossing the road.

It was put to witness by the Coroner
and Jury that even if the couple were
crossing the road, there would have been
time for Southwood to avoid them and
go_to the offside and so by them,

Witness was of opinion that the acci-
dent was unavoidable under the circum-
stances. The couple, by the time South-
wood reached them, had
from their near side towards the offside
of the road, more on the ofiside than the
near side of the crown of the road.

cycle was travelling, witness put it at
about 20 miles an hour.

The Coroner put plain questions upon
another matter.

Do you know Miss Lawrence 7—Ves.

Did you dance with her >—No.

Did Southwood ?—No, I don't think so.

‘Was there any jealousy between South-
wood and Cook over Miss Lawrence ?—

closing in on Miss Lawrence and
how near he could go to her and
as a joke >—No.
“IT’8 GOT US! ™
Dorothy Rose Lawrence stated :
a shop assistant and reside at Penn
View, Penn Street. About 10

ook

Weod
Bome to

1
i

wi
yele | how it was

- | that he

No.
Do you think that Southwood was | j

zchhnnnmlhhhislmﬁlhmu

me.
he must have beeh in the gutter ?
Yes, and he pushed my arm and in so
he must have got on to the grass.
In reply to a further question
the position of the motor cycle, Miss
Lawrence to
for all the

to see how near

Hedidn’t wobble at all>—No, he seemed
to come directly to us.

You say the cycle did not wobble at all ?
—No, it seemed.to come straight towards

us.

From its right side ?—Yes.

Did you hear a horn sounded ? —I do
not remember hearing a horn, no. B

to your evidence, z:n think
Cook was struck from the nt ?—I1
think so.

Mr. : You heard the doctor’s
evidence >—Yes. Then how can you
account for the way he was hit >—Well, I
have wondered if, when he pushed me, he
would twist round ?  Would he do that ?

Mr. Charsley : That might have hap-

pened.
You don't agree with Mr. Page's
theory ?>—I'm sorry, I don't
A CONSPICUOQUS DRESS.

Weplying to further questions Hiss
ummpln:m she could seep::ed m::ct
cycle plainly, and she sup, there
must have been a light upon it because of
that. Butinany case, upon a light night,
it was possible to see the mudguards, and
the wheels. She could not understand
that she was not seen, because
she had on a lemon coloured dress that
It would show up in

A THEORY.

Mr. Charsley : As far as you could see
there was no need for them to go into
you ?

Witness : No.

Mr Charsley : It might have been to
give you a shock ?

Vitness : I wondered if it was for that,
Sometimes péople do do that. He might
have done it because he wanted to see us

move.
THE FLAMES.

Arthur Frederick Haselgrove stated : I
am a french polisher and reside at Penn
Wood View, Penn Street. At 12.10 a.m.
on Sunday, September 22nd, I was stand-
ing at the door of the Dance Hall, Penn
Street, when I saw Southwood and Page
come out. Southwood got on his motor
cycle, which was outside, dnd Page got on
the pillion. As they started off I heard
Southwood say, ** We will go Hazlemere
way,” and they started off in that direc-
tion. Shortly afterwards I could see
flames up the road near the pond. Iran
straight up there and could see there had
been an accident. The motor cycle was
lying on the grass on the right hand side
of the road facing the church and was on
fire, A girl was lying on the grass with
her head on the edge, and her feet towards
the hedge. I went straight back and told
Mr. Wm. Hearne there had been an acci-
dent so that he could telephone for a
doctor. The deceased man, Southwood,
from 10 p.m. till 12 midnight, was in the
Dance Hall, and as far as I could see was

g=

' | auite normal. When I returned to the

scene of the accident I could see three
men lying there. .

In reply to the Coroner witness stated
had never seen Southwood the
worse for drink. On that evening he was
normal—witness added, “I1 should say
perhaps he was.”

COOK’S MOVEMENTS.

Bertram Hearne, sports goods manufac-
turer, Wood View, Holmer Green, lhbeT:
At7.30 p.m. on Saturday, September 21st,
by a previous arrangement, I met the
deceased man, Cook, in Holmer Green

Village. We led to High Wycombe
in my car. was driving. We reached
bout 8 p.m. and ined there

y
from half to three-quarters-of-an-hour.
We then drove back to Penn and called at
the Red Lion public house and had a
drink. We remained there about ten
minutes and then came on to Holmer
Green, and from there to Penn Street, as
deceased was attending a dance there. We
arrived there about 9.30 p.m., and stopped
outside the * Hit and Miss ** public house.
Deceased asked me if I was going to have
a drink ? I said, ‘' No," and he replied,
Before I left him I ar-
ranged to pick him up on the following
evening at 5.30 p.m. to go for a drive. He
was then his usual self, and made no com-
plaint. I did not see him again.
P.0. FIRTH.

P.C. Frank Firth (Amersham) stated :
At 1215 am. on Sunday, September
22nd, 1 received information that an acci-
dent had occurred at Penn Stieet, Penn.
1 went to Penn Street and could see a fire
burning. 1 went to the spot where I saw
the deceased (Southwood) and two other
menlying by theside of the road, and they
were all in{umd. The deceased (South-
wood) was lying on the greensward, and
was making a ing noise in his throat.
I turned him over on his left side and he

i 1

casier, ans
noticed blood coming from his mouth,
The fire I had seen was that of the motor

the greensward were —

: actually wal]
The grass was a bit bumpy and
1 stumbled once or twice and Cook: put his
arm round my waist to steady me. He
bad bis arm round me when the mobauf
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P.C. W. Chivers (Penn) stated: At
12.15 a.m. on Sunday, September 22nd,
I received information that an accident
had occurred at Penn Street, and I pro
ceeded to the spot. On arrival there I

and six feet from the roadside. Page,
who was the pillion rider of Southwood,
was lying beside him, but with his head in
the opposite direction. man Cook
(deceased) was lying by the side of the
road on the offside, sixteen feet north of the
motor cycle, his head towards the north.
The girl Lawrence had been moved before
my arrival, but the position in which she
‘was found was pointed out to me, and was
28 feet south of the motor cycle. She was
lying on the grass on the offside of the
road, with her-head near the edge of the
road, and her body at right angles with it.
The distance between her and the deceased
man Cook was 40ft. width of the
road at this point is 17 feet. The deceased
man, Southwood, was riding the motor

cle, which was a 34 b.p. Triumph T.T.
model.

The Coroner and Jury were struck
by the fact that Cook lay 40ft. from Miss
Lawrence and questioned witness as to
whether he thought he struggled that dis-
tance, or whether he was knocked that
distance, or how he got there ?

Witness said it was hard tosay.

The Foreman : Obviously he could not
bave been carried. The machine had not
reached there.

Miss Lawrence and Mr. Page were re-

WIDOW'S BUSINESS VENTURE.
Extravagance and Betting Alleged
Cause of Failure.
Application for discharge
bankruptcy was made by ie Mary
Trenl ol widow, formerly ci
The Orchard, Stone, and now of Whitc
Hawridge Farm, The Vale, Chesham
Mr. H. J. Hamblen, barrister (i
structed by Messrs. Eager & Son,
Horsham), appeared for applicant.
The Official Receiver (Mr. G. Mal
lam, Oxford) stated the facts, and
said the Receiving Order was made on
August 8th, 1922, and the public
examination was concluded on Novem-
ber 14th, 1922 According to bank
rupt’s statement of affairs, the liabili
ties ranking for dividend amounted t
1s. 10d, but the proofs actually
admitted were £2586 1ls. 3d, whils
the probable claims not yet admitted
were nil. - The assets, so far as the,
were assigned to creditors, wholly or
partly ucuredg were estimated to pro-
s.

from

duce 4d., but they had
already realised £772 14s. 9d.  The
for by the

difference was accounted
issi the bank

called upon this point and Miss L

(to dccount for the great distance between

thet)’ a “whether, after the acci-

gent. she got up and walked towards
lome.

Miss Lawrence said she could not say
what she did : she had no recollection of
doing that. Mr. Page said he was mot
conscious enough to know whether Miss
Lawrence walked or not.

THE CORONER’S THEORY.

The Coroner (summing up) said : That
is all the evidence which is imhcbmin%
in this case. The evidence is not at all

y pt to disclose
a legacy to which she was entitled
The legacy realised £236 3s. 10d., but
other assets, however, realised £150
4s. less than the bankrupt's
estimate, the difference between the
two amounts being 19s. 5d
Preferential and other claims payable
in full were stated by the bankrup
to be £66 18s. 9d., and the amount of
such claims was £28 16s. There
fore, the balance available for costs
and for distribution amongst unsecur-
ed creditors was £743 18s. 9d. instead
of £628 16s. 7¢ L as estimated by bank-

clear as to why the accident h. d,
and it is not in any way clear why there
should have been this collision. can
only imagine—it is a theory, of course—
that the cyclists were trying to have a
lark and give the courters a shock, and so
got as close to them as possible. It looks
to me very probable that that was the
reason for the mishap. The cause of the
deaths is clear. It is for you as a jury
to say whether you think the affair was
purely accidental, or whether you think
there was anybody to blame.
AN ACCIDENT.
The jury Were absent for a quarter-of-
an-hour, deliberating upon the case.
The Foreman : The jury agree with the
medical evidence as regards the cause of

death in each case. The jury also agree—
error of judgment on the part
cause of

of the cyclist was
the accident, but from the evidence we
submit that it did not amount o neg-

The Coroner : That really means a
verdict of accidental death in each case ?
The Foreman: Yes.

HIGH PRAISE FOR P.C. FIRTH

The Foreman : The Jury have asked me
to express thanks and appreciation to
the young constable for the fine way in
which he rendered first aid and helped the
four victims of the accident. We wish to
compliment him upon the way he applied
the tourniquet to 3

_ The Coroner : I
jury.
and very well.

P.C. Firth was called forward and com-
plimented, and the Coromer remarked,
* Have you had ambulance training 2 **

The constable replied, I have just
started, sir.’ (The officer attends the
Chesham Ambulance Classes of Dr. Ian&)

The jury ex s&:p&thy with the

bereaved, in which the oner

quite agree with the
1 think he behaved very promptly

rupt. Divid T
to 3s. 113d. in the pound had been paid
by the trustees on proofs for £2,58
17s. 3d.  When the bankrupt's hus-
band died in June, 1918, it was found
he had bequeathed her by his will an
income of rather over a year
She was not content to live on that
income, but commenc; siness as
poultry farmer, and occupied a hous:
which she admitted was too large for
her to keep up. She also said she
was soon over-living in every way
The want of money then led her first
to borrow money from her friends,
nominally to enable her to carry on
her farm, but really to enable her 1o
reduce her overdraft at the bank.
which was swollen by debts contracted
whilst  living  extravagantly.  She
borrowed without security over £600
from a well-known member of the
aristocracy, and considerable sums
from other acquaintances to the
amount approximately of £2,800, In-
cluded in that amount were alsv loans
from moneylenders. The bankrupt
began to borrow money from money-
lenders at high rates of interest m
19] or was her extravagance con-
fined to the matters already reported
She had stated she had acquired thc
habit of betting, both through com-
mission agents and on the course, and
she might have added with acquaint-
ances.  No record of that had been
kept, but her losses during the four
years preceding these proceedings
were admitted as considerable, and
must have been heavy. Those losses
went to swell bankrupt's overdraft,
and exhausted monies which other-
wise might have been used in the
business. The balance sheet of the
business for the last year of trading
shn:('cd an approximate loss of £180

and gave their fees to the Wycombe
Hospital.

COUNTY HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE
AND LOCAL COUNCILS.

CO-OPERATION WITH LOCAL
COUNCILS NOT NOW FAVOURED.

A Protest from Chesham.

At the special meeting of Chesham
Urban Council on Thursday evening
the subject of the control and manage-
ment of the highways by the County

ncil was referred to, the Highways
ittee of the Urban Council stating:—

* Local Government Act, Delegation of
Highways.—The committee bring before
the Council nce which has

between the Clerk and the Town
rk of the Borough of Aylesbury, from
which it a) rs that the County High-
ways Committee do not now favour the
suggestion of co-operation between the
County Highways Committee and the
Council for the administration of
highways in the Council’s district,
as suggested by them and referred
to in the letters from the Clerk to
the County Council dated 26th
uly, 1929, and 6th September, 1929.
he committee recommend that the
Clerk be instructed to write to the Chair-
man and Members of the County Council
enclosing a copy of the correspondence
and inform them that in the opinion of
this Council an honourable u i

17 | had been come to between the Highways

Committee of the County Council and
this Council with administra
tion of highways, as the result of which
the Council had comsented to withdraw

i road

In 5 1, she reli @
19 years' lease on her house, and
tenanted a smaller one in the same
place and reduced her establishment.
Notwithstanding that pressure of debts
previously icurred eventually brought
about those proceedings, she obtained
£250 from the trustees of her husband's
will nominally to secure for her son.
van, a share in her business. The
money was treated as a loan to her-
self. She borrowed from the Earl of
Buckinghamshire 682 13s. 2d.; the
overdraft at Barclays Bank at Ayles-
bury, in April, 1922, was £318 17s. &l..
and at the Westminster Bank, Ayles-
bury, £101 0s. 11d. e submitted that
bankrupt's assets were not of an equal
value of 10s. in the pound on the
amount of her unsecured liabilitics

Replying to the Official Receiver,
Mrs, Roberts said she was only re-
ceiving £10 per month from the
trustees, and the only other sum she
received from them was for doc-
tor’s bills.  She did not receive a
penny for the son who was living at
home, and at no time did she have
£500 a year.

Mr. Hamblen assured His Honour
that Mrs. Roberts would receive no
more than £10 per month.

The Official Receiver: Have you
been engaged in racing since the date
ofl this Receiving Order ?—No, not at

Have you been playing cards?—In
what way do you mean? If you mean
a game of bridge, I can't do much on
30s. a week, which is all I have afte:
pa{{mg the rent.

_Mr. Hambjen said he was unable &
dispute anything contained in _ the

cial Receiver's statement of affairs
He stated that until Christmas, 191°

expect that

ncil will honour and five
arrangement ingly."
The Chairman of the Council (M. 5 &
Howard) said the ys ittee
of the Council felt that the Highways
Committee of the County Council had
m.""mm with them, and that was the

“or
functions, and this Council
the County Cou

effect to the

not receive a single pen-
ny from her trustces, and then the
sum of £100, and not the amount as
tated.

1us Honour found the facts proved
and granted Mrs. Roberts her dis
charge, subject to a suspemsion for
two years.

saw the man Southwood (dw-nd)o;ying ;. Chesham.—Printed and Published by

on the grass thirteen feet from the offside |  Upon tion of Mr. H. G.| Page & Thomas, Ltd., Cheabam Press.

of the road facing north, his head towards | Rose, seconded Mr. R. Howard, it at ir ces, 16 Germain-strect

the north. The motor cycle waslyingonthe ( was agreed to communicate with the| Chesham, in the County of Bucking
on the same side of road, nine | county authority in accordance with the ham, on Friday, October 25th, 1929.
south of where: was lying, | terms of ' : Chesham 328.




